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Matisyahu (Matthew in Hebrew) is a Hasidic 

Reggae/Beat Box/Rapper. After seeing a curious 

and entertaining performance of his, I decided 

to follow and film Matisyahu as he performed 

in New York City and explained his conversion 

to Hasidism. His mission is to ignite spirituality 

in others with his music. This film to shows the 

spiritual struggles of one man who gave up ev-

erything (including music) to follow his heart and 

then discovered that “God gave it back to him in 

the right way.”

Discussion Guide

Matisyahu
4501 Forbes Boulevard, Lanham, MD 20706 • 1-800-431-4586

www.nationalfilmnetwork.com
DVD

A license is required for any reproduction, television broadcast, sale, rental or public screening.

When Matthew Paul Miller was a teenager, he lis-
tened to counter-culture groups like The Grateful
Dead, The Allman Brothers Band and Phish. As a
musician, he was inspired by those groups as well as
the late Bob Marley, whose reggae rhythms and phi-
losophy struck a chord in the young man. In a
strange way, it was Marley who helped Miller get
connected with his Jewish roots. By creating a sound
that is one part reggae, one part hip-hop and one
part Hebrew, Miller has become one of the most
unexpected music success stories in recent times.

Now recording and performing under the name Matisyahu (Hebrew for Matthew), this young artist has
been developing a steady following–from all kinds of fans, Jews and non-Jews alike. Since 2004, he
has recorded four CDs, including Live at Stubb’s, a gold album and top 30 hit on the Billboard charts,
and Youth (2006), his most recent release, which is poised for even greater success. 

Matisyahu is a brief glimpse into the impact of this charismatic performer, whose mission is to ignite
spirituality in others with his music. This is a film about a young man who gave up everything (including
music) to follow his heart and then discovered that “God gave it back to him in the right way.”

Approx. Run Time: 12 minutes – Color – 2004

© 2004 David Baugnon
www.davidbaugnon.com
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MatisyahuDiscussion Guide

Audience
Intended for most audiences 

Courses 
• History 
• Social Studies

Age/Grade  

Worn viewers that there is some reference to his life before finding God, including a brief line 
about drugs and alcohol. 

High School and up. May be inappropriate for younger grades.

Instructions/Advice
Watch the film first and create a list of questions to ask the class.

Cautionary Remarks
Perhaps a discussion on the various types of Judaism as well as the over-lapping points of Reggae, 
Rap and Beat Boxing.

IMPORTANT FEATURES

Understanding
Understanding the various types of Judaism and how different they are would increase undertanding of 
the film. Understanding the spiritual influence on Reggae would increase undertanding of the film.  

Vocabulary Hasidism 
Yiddish
Davoning (praying)

Payus (hair braids)
Shabbats (the Sabbath)
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Articles 
A host of articles on Matisyahu can be found in the New York Times, The New York Daily News, Rolling 
Stone, etc. with a google search

OTHER RESOURCES

• Where did Matisyahu live until he was five?

• What kind of music was Matisyahu into growing up? 

• What kind of ideas did Matisyahu see in Reggae music?

• Why isn’t Matisyahu’s music for Jewish people alone?

• Where did Matisyahu go when he was 16 and what did he see? 

• What was Matisyahu’s experience in highs chool after his trip abroad?

• Why did Matisyahu give up his music?
 

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT /
THOUGHT PROVOKING QUESTIONS


