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National Film Network 

4501 Forbes Boulevard, Lanham, MD 20706
www.nationalfilmnetwork.com
1-800-431-4586

Paradise Denied is a history of “The Cyprus Problem,” 
shown  in current political and cultural context from 
inside the outlaw country of: “TRNC,” the illegally held 
Turkish Republic of Cyprus.   

The film covers the war of 1974, and over 30 years 
of UN and military occupation. It also depicts the eco-
nomic, educational religious, and cultural differences 
that divide the country. The film identities Turkish viola-
tions of human rights and focuses on individuals whose 
personal stories reflect the country’s  turmoil. 
This documentary exposes the beauty and sadness 
of the Island of Aphrodite, and includes footage inside 
the UN “Dead Zone”:  Varosha, the Ghost City of hotels 
abandoned for thirty years, once the “Riviera” of the 
Greek Islands, now miles of ruined villas. Today it is 
home for seagulls and occupied by military patrols.
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Paradise Denied
A Covert Report on Turkish North Cyprus

Paradise Denied
Included are interviews with "President" Denktas, of the unrecognized " Turkish
Republic of North Cyprus"; the President of the Cyprus Republic Glafcos Clerides;
Turkish, European and American intellectuals and citizens of North Cyprus.

Visuals cover life behind the UN "Dead Zone" landscapes, ruins, the Karpaz beach-
es, Kyrenia, Famagusta, and village life. Most importantly, are scenes from inside
Varosha, the Ghost City of hotels, abandoned for thirty years, in the "Dead Zone."
Once, in the "Riviera" of Cyprus, now the ruined villas of Onassis, Bardot, and
Sophia Loren, new homes for seagulls - prowled by Turkish and UN patrols. 

Sections cover the history of the war of 1974, education, economy, cultural identity,
religion and political realities of life today inside the "TRNC". Finally, the work shows
the life of the Turkish Cypriot woman who has immigrated, illegally, (Turkish Cypriots
are denied passports), after being detained and raped by the military police in
Famagusta, for appearing in this film, and follows her progress in seeking political
asylum in Stockholm, today. 

“Paradise Denied” examines North Cypriots' hunger for a peaceful solution to an
unbearable situation, in light of the current EU negotiations.

Approx. Run Time: 52 minutes – Color – 2003

Paradise Denied

A film by Dr. Carel Rowe
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Note..

www.nationalfilmnetwork.com • 1-800-431-4586 Paradise Denied

Paradise DeniedDiscussion Guide

Courses 
• Global Politics and World History
• Mid-East Culture and Customs
• Social Studies
• Feminism

• War in Mid-East
• Turkish Studies
• International Immigration
• World Religions.

Age/Grade  Hight school and upInstructions/Advice
Read the supplied information before showing 
the film.  Assign reading of Bruce Sterling’s 
article in Wired magazine, August 1999, prior to 
viewing.

Cautionary Remarks
Students should be warned that some elements 
are disturbing.

IMPORTANT FEATURES
Understanding
Location of Cyprus 
Greek Coup of 1974
British involvement in Cyprus
European Union
The Green Line guarded by UN soldiers 
Violation of Human Rights. 

Activities
Have students read about the conflict

Books

Fiction:
• Bitter Lemons by D.H. Lawrence.

Nonfiction:
•  Birds Without Wings by Louis de Bernieres, 2005.
• Memories of Times Lost by Steve Estvanik, 2001.
•  The Communication Landscape of a Divided Island, Cyprus by Susan Drucker and Gary Gumpert, 

2005.

Articles
“One Nation, Invisible” by Bruce Sterling;  Wired, August 1999.

OTHER RESOURCES


